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The present study is an updated version of my essay published under the same title in SEA 51-52 (1986-87) A passage that should be mentioned alongside Isa 52:7-10 is Isa 40:9-11 describing YHWH as coming pm::!, "as a strong one," and iU71:l, "like a shepherd." Apart from these two texts we have also got three occurrences of the noun It,~, "king," referring to God: Isa 41:21; 43:15; and 44:6. Of these 41:21 ("the king of Jacob") introduces a lawsuit, while 43:15 occurs in a passage (vv. 14-15) that seems to stand fairly unrelated to the surrounding materials (43:8-13, a lawsuit, and 43: 16-21, a proclamation of salvation), and finally 44:6 ("the king of Israel") belongs to a lawsuit passage (vv. 6-8).
Genre and contents in these passages contribute little to our understanding of the kingship of YHWH in Isaiah 40-55.
In the ancient Near East, the notion of the kingship of the deity is closely linked up with the idea of the Divine Warrior, who defeats the forces of chaos. The victory over chaos is the act through which the god attains his kingship. The subsequent building of a Temple provides the visible symbol of the royal status of the victorious god; the Temple is the palace of the deity. This tripartite mythopoetic pattern comprised of battle-kingship-palace (Temple), is attested both in Canaan in the U garitic myth of Baal and in Mesopotamia in Enuma Elish. 4 This archaic pattern is also visible, at least in part, in certain lyrical compositions in the Old Testament:
Yet God my King is from of old [Oip~] , working salvation [rml1rt1' "11!:l] in the midst of the earth. Thou didst divide the sea by thy might; thou didst break: the heads of the dragons on the waters. The translation quoted in this essay is the RSV. 
